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An Account of the procecdit s of 


the Preſbytery---againſt Mr. Aber- 
crombie : with Remarks thereon. 
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Received yours, ——in which you deſire to be informed, 
for what, and in what Manner the Prechytery have pro- 
ceeded to cenſure me, —Some Reaſons, which I forbear 
at preſent to mention, prevailed with me not to anſwer 
your Requeſt, until the laſt Meeting of the preſbytery was 

paſt, —1 ſhall now endeavour to ſatisfy you in this Matter, by 
giving you a ſhort Account of their Proceedings againſt me: I 
ſhall likewiſe make ſame Xemarks upon their Conduct, and ſub- 
mit the Juſtneſs of them to your Judgment. 
It would ſet this Matter in a clearer Light, if my intended 
"3 Brevity would permit me to relate, what I — to be the 
' fr/t Springs of our Differences; with thoſe Things which from 
Time to Time have increaſed them. I ſhall only inform you, 
that when the late remarkable Divine Influences were withdrawn, 
and Religion began to decline among us, ſome Unea/ine/s aroſe 
in my Congregation : which I ſoon perceived would increaſe, 
unleſs l preached /oth Things, ang unleſs I complied with the 


Pregbytery 


po Sag; * * 


* E 


Preibytery i in all their Meaſures. This, I thought, l could not 
in Faithfulneſs do: and therefore relolved. to leave my Congre- 
gation. 

In Conſequence of this Reſolution, 1 once and again deſired 
the Preſbytery to diſimiſt me from my paſtoral Charge. When 
the Preſbytery met to conſider of the laſt Requeſt of this Nature 


I made unto them, only Meſſieurs Moorhead and M eG regore, 


with their Elders, came. When I compare Things, I [muſt 
confeſs, I am not able to reconcile their Proceedings at this 
Time, with ſome Parts of their former Conduct, and with the 
Truth ; unleſs by ſuppoſing there may be ſome future Truths 
in them, and where the Witneſs failed, the Prophet ſpake. 
The final Determination of my Diſmiſhon was referred to their 

next Meeting: and I proteſted againſt what they did, that it 
ſhould not be prejudicial to a further Hearing of the Caſe. —1 
ſhall only take Notice of the remarkable Concluſion, to which 
they brought the Affair at this Meeting. Having referred the 
Affair of my Diſmiſſion, In the mean Time they ordain Mr. 
HMcorbead, either now or in his Return from Colrain, to uſe 
«the Aſſiſtanse of the Seſſion of Pelham (in Caſe Mr. Aber- 
* - cronibie declines 1t) in enquiring into the Chriſtian Conver- 
« ſation of thoſe in Pelham, who have Children to baptize ; 
«'and to baptize them whom he finds upon Enquiry to have a 
<< Right to that Priviledge. Mr. Moorhead fulfilled this 
Appointment the very next Forenoon, before he left the Place; 


yea, if I remember right, the Seſſion and C ongregation were 


advertiſed to meet, immediately after the ſaid Appointment was 
intimated, and my Proteſtation entred in their Records: ſo that 


1 had not ſufficient Time to conſider of this Matter, and the 


Deſign of my Proteſtation, ſo far as concerned this Article, was 
fruſtrated, —1 ſhall only obſcrve, if it be the Mind of theſe Gen- 
tlemen, that the ignorant and ſcandalous are not to be admitted 
to ſealing Ordinances, there was no Neceflity for this Appoint- 


ment, ſince I only declined until ſuch were purged out, or 
brought to Cenſure; as my Papers before them did teſtify, — 
1 ſuppoſe, this Part of their Conduct will be judged by every 
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one who enquires into thoſe Matters, ſo contrary to Scripture, 
and to Presbyterian Principles, that I conclude it needleſs to 
ſay much upon it: and what I have repeatedly deſired them to 
rectify upon this Head, you will find in my Repreſentation.— 
If it be ſaid, The Presbytery themſelves have condemned this Part 
of their Conduct, and 'tis unreaſonable in me to inſiſt upon it; 
I ſhall only reply, What they have done may impoſe upon the ig- 
norant, but cannot ſatisfy the judicious, All that they ſay, is, 
It had! been better,” if they had done otherwiſe, Their 
Comparative, better, ſuppoſes the poſitive good; or, to ſpeak 
plain, all that they ſay, is, What they did was well, altho* they 
might have donc better. 

At the next Meeting of Presbytery, I gave in a Repreſentation 
concerning their Conduct. But the abovementioned Particular 
was all the Redreſs I could obtain; and my Requeſt for a Ds/- 
miſſion was finally rejected. It has been ſaid, The Keaſon was, 
becauſe the Congregation had brought 7s Charge againſt me. — 
I ſhall not ſay, the above Gentlemen dealt with the People to 
lay ſome fComplaint againſt me before them: however, tis 
certain, when Nothing of this Nature appeared, they were very 
careful to put the People in Mind, if they had any Thing of this 
Nature, to do it ;—and at that Time, met with a fuitable Re- 
turn from them, But to proceed, | 

Matters, as I apprehend, being ſtill carried on in a Method 
not agreable to the Word of God, as explained in our Standards, 
and having now loſt all Hope of being diſmiſſed, reſolved once 
more to try if Things could not be rectiſied, by repreſenting to 
the Presbytery ſome Parts of their Conduct, which to me ap- 
peared not ſo perfectly harmonious with thoſe Principles we 
profeſs to have eſpouſed. In Conſequence of this Reſolution, 
I laid before the Preſbytery, met at Palmer, the following 
Repreſentation, | WM. 

* Unto the Reverend the Moderator and Members of the 
Preſbytery, to meet at Palmer, November 1 4th 17 53, the 
REPRESENTAT10N of Rebert Abercrombie, Miniſter of the 
Goſpel at Pelham, humbly ſheweth : | 


That 
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That whereas, next to the Purity of Doctrine, which belongs 
to the Principles, a Diſcipline agreable to the Word of God, 
which may regulate the Practice of the Members, is neceſſary 
to the Well-being of every Chriſtian Society; the fr of 
theſe the Preſbytery ſeem to have taken ſome Care of, by re- 
quiring every Probationer, under their Care, to ſubſcribe the 
Meſiminſter-Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechiſms : But, I appre- 
hend, we are {till defective in the /af? ; and therefore I would 
now repreſent ſome Things to the Preſbytery concerning our 
paſt Conduct, and what I apprehend to be our preſent Duty. 

Such as, 

iſt, I apprehend it neceſſary, the Preſbytery bring all who 
depend upon them, under ſuch Regulations, that Di/cipline may 
be exerciſed upon Offenders, and they kept back from Ordinances 
until proper Satiſſaction be given, and Ordinances only admi- 
niſtred to ſuch as are found worthy, —Our paſt and preſent Con- 
duct in this Matter has always appeared, to me, to be inconſiſtent 
with our Saviour's Commiſhon, Go, teach, &c. It has, I am 
afraid, already been productive of many Scandals, or Offences ; 
and given too juſt Ground of Complaint, to thoſe who complain 
of our being too inclinable to favour a lax Admiſſion to ſealing 
Ordinances, or at leaſt too careleſs in that Matter, —It has, I ap- 
prehend, been hurtful to Religion, in ſome of our own Congre- 
gations; and for any Thing I can ſee, if perſiſted in, will (if 
God prevent it not) end in the Ruin of them : nor can I ſee 
how we can blame Perſons in our own Congregations, when they 
refuſe to ſubmit to Cenſure, and claim to be admitted upon the 
ſame eaſy Terms, upon which we admit others in durVagaries. 

2dly. 1 apprehend it neceſſary for the future Peace and Com- 
fort of our own Congregations, that the Presbytery take their 
Sentence in the Affair of P again under Conſideration; and 


vindicate the Truth, which I look upon as many Ways injured 
by that Sentenc2.—T ſhall not now ſay, if, or not, according to 
our Conſtitution, or indeed any, that Sentence could be executed, 
after the Moderator joined the Prote/tation, and made the 
Number of the Proteſters equal to the Number in the Vote. — 
g | But 
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But I am of Opinion, by ſaid Sentence we judged, yea, condem- 
ned the Seſſion of Londonderry without being heard, contrary 
to the good old Way. I think, the leaſt we could have done, 
was, to have called upon them, to hear what they had to ſay 
in ſupport of their Sentence, before we reverſed the ſame : eſpe- 
cially, when it plainly appeared, their principal Members in 
Proffimery declined to ſay much upon that Head. I apprehend, 
that Sentence ſtands not upon ſufficient Grounds.— If the De- 
claration of One's Innocency be admitted, eſpecially when there 
are many preſumptive Evidences to the contrary, any guilty 
Perſon may be cleared. Such a Procedure, if I miſtake not, 
has a direct Tendency to overthrow all Diſcipline : and, which 
is {till worſe, I am afraid, this Part of our Conduct will upon 
Examination be found contrary to the common Apprehenſions 
even the very Heathens had of this Matter, See Virgil to 
Polio, and 4lcmena toMegara, in Moſchus. And, which is ſtill 
worſe, I am certain, tis plainly contrary to that Account which 
the ſacred Scriptures give us of this Matter, L: 1. 

3dly. I conceive it neceſſary, that the Preſbytery take again 
under their Conſideration their Determination in the Aﬀairs of 
Pelham, at their laſt Sitting at that Place; and vindicate the 
Truth, which J look upon as many Ways injured by that Sen- 
tence. This I apprehend likewiſe abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Good of that Congregation ; ſome of whom, Iam afraid, 
have been ſo far led out of the right Way by that Determination, 
that it will be impoſſible for the Preſbytery to bring them back 
again ; and a clear Declaration of the Truth may have a happy 
Tendency to eſtabliſh ſuch as may be yet wavering. —Suchas, — 
if thePreſbytery would plainly declare to them, That they hadno 


Right at that Time to meddle in the Affair of baptizing the 


Children in that Congregation—No Reference was made to 
them—No Appeal. No Complaint was entered—And if it be 
ſaid, they took it in, ex O/icio, no Time nor indeed Opportunity 
was given to anſwer upon that Head. That their excluding 
me from deliberating (which I conceive was my Right) with the 
Preſbytery upon thi Point, was what they had 7 Right to * ; 
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far more, to come to a Determination, before I was called and 
heard, —Surely I had a Right to have a fair and candid Hearing, 
at leaſt before any Thing was concluded in this Matter, That 
they had 70 Right to appoint any to take upon them to admi- 
niſter ſcaling Ordinances in the Congregation, while they found 
no juſt Cauſe to depoſe or at leaſt ſuſpend me from the Exerciſe 
of the Miniſtry—That they had 20 Right to appoint one to 
moderate in the Seſſion, and baptize the Children, in Caſe I 
declined : and that therefore their Conduct, in that Point, was 
both irregular, and without aPrecedent, —And finally, That they 
had no Authority, by our Conſtitution, to determine any Thing 
in theſe Matters at that Time. It is well known, to any who 
are in the leaſt acquainted with the Presbyterian Conſtitution, 
that where the Caſe of a Miniſter 1s to be tried, there are at 
leaſt to be tfree Miniſters preſent : whereas, in the preſent Caſe 
there were only #w9,—1J ſhall not at preſent ſay what I conceive 
may be the Conſequence of ſuch a Procedure, Only I may fay, 
What ignorant, what profanc, what ſcandalous People will pay 
the leaſt Regard to their own Miniſters, who know their Conduct 
and would bring them to Cenſure, when they can find Thoſe 
who will readily adminiſter Ordinances to them upon eaſier 
Terms ?—Theſe, with other Particulars contained in my former 
Repreſentation, to which I now refer, I judge it neceſſary the 
Preſbytery ſhould be plain upon; as they would conſult the 
Honour of God, and the ſpiritual Benefit of a Number of pre- 
cious Souls in that Congregation, -—If the Presbytery ſhall decline 
to do what I apprehend juſt in this Matter, they muſt indulge 
me, until I can {ee Things in another Light, to think for my 
ſelf, that They have been the unhappy Inſtruments of conſummar- 
ing the Ruin of a flouriſhing Congregation ; when their Way 
was clcar, to have contributed much toward their temporal and 
eternal Happineſs. But I hope, that if by their former Conduct 
they made it appear they were Men, they will by their latter 
Concluſion in this Affair make it evident, that if they have been 
led into any Miſtake, they are not unwilling to retract. I might 


add ſeveral other Particulars concerning our late Conduct: but 
| "3 
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if the follow ing Particular be agreed to, it may have a happy In- 
fluence upon our future Conduct, and {ome of them may inTime 
come before the Preſbytery in a clearer Light, than they can now 
be ſet before them. And therefore I ſhall only add, 

Athly, I hat 1 apprehend it neceſſary, the Presbytery ſhould 
declare themſelves to be of the Principles of the reformed 
Church of Scotland in Diſcipline, as well as in Doctrine; and 
make theſeCon/titutions,do far as agreable to the Word of God, the 
Rule of our Procedure in our Judicatories.— Or, if it be judged 


not expedient to adopt all, as we cannot all have Opportunity 


to know what we ſubſcribe to, let us embrace that excellent 
Summary of them, collected by ſeveral honourable Gentlemen, 


and publiſhed by Lum/Jen and Robertſon, under the Name of a 


Collection of Confeſſions, containing almoſt all the ſtanding Rules 
of that Church in her pureſt Times, and which every one of us 
may be eaſily acquainted with,—This, I did apprehend, was 
done in our „irt Conſtitution, until our Conduct ſince, in many 
Particulars ſo aliene from theſe, and if I be not far miſtaken, a 
Declaration from the Chair, when ſome of theſe Conſtitutions 
were pleaded in the Cauſe before us, gave me Ground to think 
otherwiſe, —The Want of this has been the Cauſe of ſome In- 
conveniencies already ; and more are to be feared, without 
ſomething of this Nature. Difference of Sentiments, as Light 
or Favour prevail, will produce different Practices; and theſe, 
endleſs Diſputes, Diſſents, and Proteſtations, to the Diſhonour 
of Religion, and Hurt, if not the utter Ruin, of this Society at 
the laſt, | 

I hope therefore, the Reverend Preſbytery will take theſe 
Things into their ſerious Conſideration, and do what may be 
for the Glory of God, and Edification of thoſe under our Care. 


1} Which is the earneſt Deſire of your Brother in the Work of 
the Goſpel, R. Abercrombie. 


Palmer, Nov. 14. 1753. 

At their next Meeting, upon which I could not attend, they 
framed the following Minute concerning the above Repreſenta- 
tion. „The Preſbytery finding among their Papers a long 

4 B « Repre» 
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« Repreſentation put in by the Rev. Mr, AbercroitHe at their 
«« laſt Seſhon, and left by the faid Seſſion to the Confideration of 
* this, in which are ſeveral Things' which at preſent appeat 
“Matters of High Charge againſt the Prerbyrery, YoTep una* 
* nimouſly, that as the Author of ſaid Paper is abſent, in Order 
« that no Advantage may be taken of his Abſence, the Conſi- 
« deration of ſaid Paper ſhall be left till next Seſſion, when the 
« Author is expected to be preſent, and to make good thoſc 
« Things that are Matters of Charge, either againſt the Preſby- 
ce tery, or any particular Member of it: and he is ſeafonably to 
« be ſerved with a Copy of this Minute,” —— 
| A true Copy, Atteſt. Sam. M<Clinteck, Scribe. 
Here you have the Foundation, upon which they build their 
whole Proceedings againſt me, And I ſhould be glad to know, 
by what Rule a Repreſentation,made to Perſons themſelves, con- 
cerning any Part of their Conduct, can be turned into a Charge 
againſt them. —If* the Preſbytery can produce a Rule, in thoſe 
Principles ave have agreed in, and bound ourſelves to ſubmit unto, 
whereby this is declared cenſurable by the Word of God, 1 
hope they will do it: but if they cannot, tis plain, by  Preſ- 
byterian Principles they had noRight to cenſure, For, accordin 
to theſe, no judicatory can extend their Power beyond thoſe 
Rules they have all agreed in; or proceed to cenſure any, unleſs 
they can make ĩt appear, the Crime is in their own Ruler declared 
cenfurable by the Word of God. —If this be wanting, their 
Sentences have no Authority, and are not to be regarded, 4 
i have ſcen many, and heard and read of more Repre/entations, 
given in to Preſbyteries, Synods, and the Aſſembly, and 
queſtioning their Conduct in many Things: yet I never faw, 
heard, nor read, any of theſe Judicatories had the leaſt Thought, 
of cenſuring the Repreſenters therefor ; but rather eſteemed it 
their undoubted Pritilgge. I know not a more effectual Me- 
thod, than this the Presbytery have taken, to blind their own 
Eycs, and ſtop eyery Mouth that would ſpeak againſt their 
Conduct, be it ever ſo arbitrary and tyranuical. Yea, if ſuch a 


+ Fertn of Proceſs, Chap. 1. Seft. 4. Af. Af, 1638. 
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Cuſtom, be introduced, I fee not how one can withSafety practiſe 
our Saviour'sRule in Matth. 18.— If any will, his offending Bro- 
ther may hale him before the Church, and have him cenfured.. 
Such a Method may ſcare him from his Duty, for the fu- 
ture; but can never enlighten his Mind, or convince his 
Judgment. N 

You may further obſerve, I am not now to enforce aRepre - 
ſentation, but to ſupport aCharge againſt the Preſbytery, or ſome 
of the Members :—A Charge, of which I &now not one Par- 
ticular, nor could ever find one Perſon who could inform me: 
A Charge, which mult be ſupported before the Perſons charged, 
they being Judges in their own Cauſe, —Hard Lot of mine! 


What Mortal can go thro' with all this? — But avhere they 


found theſe pretended Charges, I cannot underſtand; unleſs 
their own- Conſciences told them, they juſtly deſerved to be 
accuſed, ——But to proceed, 

At their next Seſion, 1 expected they would have conſider- 
ed the Aﬀair,—If I miſtake not, during the ſeveral Seſſions of 
this Meeting, I perccived ſome Effays made, to ſee if I would 
aſ Liberty to avith4raw my Repreſentation :. but no Motion 


of this Nature being made by me, the Conſideration of it was 


referred to their next Meeting at Newbury ;—and the Preſby- 


tery would not hear a Reference and Requeſt for Advice, from 


the Seſſion of Pelham. — At this Meeting, I was appointed to 
preach Mr, Boyd's Ordinatior - Sermon: but, before the Time, 
was /orbid by a Meſſage from Mr. Moorhead; to whom, and 
Mr. Me Gregore, it ſeems, this was offenſive, and who at the 
next Meeting chid their Brethren, particularly Mr. Par ſonc, 
for their Conduct in this Matter. However, they eſcaped being 
ſuſpended by them, in conferring the Honour upon Mr. M. 
Gregore, who it ſcems was prepared for it. 


When the Affair came before them at their. next Meeting, 


the Preſbytery made repeated Offers and Requeſts unto me, 
to withdraw my Reprefentation ; which, I thought, in Faith- 
fulneſs I could not comply with. Being called to fupport it, 
I decliued; finding by the above Minute, I was not to be heard 
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WP 
as aRepreſenter,butas an Acouſer ; and the Accuſed themſelves 
being to be my qudges. In ſhort, finding them carrying Things 
in this Method, I gave in a ſecond Paper: containing a Re- 
preſentation concerning their Conduct in licenſing Candidates 
for the holy Miniſtry ; in which Matter, I think; they are too 
forward, and too ſuperficial in their Trials ;—A Declinature 
of their Authority, wherein, for Reaſons therein affigned, I 
refuſe to ſubmit to them, being Perſons who have di/qualified 
themſelves to judge concerning me; A Propoſal, to refer 
the Caſe, either to a Number of Congregational Miniſters mu- 
tually choſen, or to the General Aſſembly of the Church of 
Scotland, to be judged by them according to the genuine Rules 
of Presbytery,—To theſe I afterwards added a Sh Propofal : 
and judging it not ſafe to deliver any Thing viv Voce, when 
urged to ſpeak, I always referred them to my Papers. — Tha 
Preſbytery procceded.— Mr. Me Cregore read a long Harangue, 
which he had compoſed in Anſwer to my jir/? Repreſentation. 
—— Being deſired to reply, I referred them to my Papers. The 
People were all put out 1 for what End, I know not ;- unleſs 
it were, leſt any Beams of Light ſhould ſhine upon them, and 
leſt they ſhould, upon hearing both Parties, be able to judge 


for themſelves. — Parties were removed. Pardon the Miſtake ; 


I ſhould have ſaid, One of the Parties removed: and the other 

remain'd, fitting Judges in their own Cauſe, who quickly came 
into-the following Concluſion, e WIG. ee 

«« Mr. Robert Abercombie having laid before the Preſbytery 

two Papers—the one bearing Date November the 14th 1753. 

the other 4ugy/? the 20th. 1754. and after repeated Offers 

and Requeſts to withdraw them, he utterly refuſed to do it: 

the Preſbytery thought themſelves obliged to examine and 
carefully obſerve them, and upon conſidering ſaid Papers we 

find in them diverſe /n/inuations and Refiedtions, as alſo ſundry 

more direct Aſertiont againſt this Judicatory, which Mr. Aber- 
crombie being called to ſupport, objected againſt rhe' Preſbytery 

as a partial Judicatory, and declined their Authority, propoſing 

to leave the Matter between him and the Preſbytery to Refer- 

— 4 ence; 


TH 

es ence; but afterward being called upon to ſee if he bad any 
g Thing further to offer before judgment, he makes the further 
* Projolal, viz, That he will ſubmit the Matters pointed at in 
es his Repreſentations to a Trial before the Preſbytery, providing 
00 they will determine Matters by the Rules of the General 
re Aſſembly of theChurch of Scotland in her pureſt Times: which 

I is a further injurious Reflection on this Preſbytery, they having 
ed always payed a ſuitable Regard to ſaid Rules, as far as different | 
er Circumſtances render it it. 
u- Upon the whole, the Preſbytery judge char Ke "Caid Mr, 
of Abercrombie is guilty of infinuating Things againſt the Preſby. 
es tery evidently falſe and groundleſs, and that ought to be 
I: ſolemnly admoni/hed and rebuled for his Sin againſt God and his 
en Church, and exhorted to walk inoffenſively and with more 
2 Circuml) pection for the future. That if he "ſubmits to ſaid 
e, Rebuke, he will be eſteemed in his former Standing with this 
n. Judicatory; but if not, he is ſuſpended from the Exerciſe of 


ne the Miniſterial Office four Weeks from this Time. 

1 «Mr. Abercromtbie being called upon, and refuſing to ſubmit to 

1d the Rebuke, the Moderator in the Name of the Preſbytery 

ge proceeded to ſuſpend him from the Exerciſe of the Miniſterial 
+ Office accorCi ig to the foregoing Vote,” | 

er From the Minutes of the Seſſion at Newbury, g. 
10 the 20th 1754, Per Samuel Me Clintoci, Scribe. 


Since I had declined them as Judges in my Caſe, 1 only 
waited to ſee if they would comply with any of the Propoſals” 
3 1 had made; and paid no Regard to their Sentence. — Before 
rs I proceed to make any Remarks upon this Sentence, 1 muſt 
3 M inform you, the Reaſon why I have not ſent you a Copy of my 
xd # ſecond"Paper, is, becauſe 1 have not a correct one by me: for, 
be judging I could at any Time have this under the Hand of their 


ry Scribe, I was not careful to keep one. —However,thePreſbyt 

po ſoon convinced me of my Miſtake; as they ordered their Scribe 
ry (by a Vote) not to give me any Copies of their Minutes, eũ* - 
18 cepting the Sentence againſt me, Though, T always thought, 

* that the Minutes of a Judffitory were open do every one con- 


3 | cerned 
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3 
eerned in them; and that one who ſtood in Judgment, was 
allowed to have al reaſonable Advantages to maintain his Cauſe, 
And I am inclinable to think, this Part of their Conduct will in 
the Iſſue hurt themſelves ; for every thinkingPerſon will be ready 
to conclude: the Caufe bad, which cannot bear the Light, and 
which requires ſuch Methods to ſupport it. But let us 
examine the Sentence itſelf. 

According to Presbyterian Principles, before they proceed to 
cenſure anyPerſon, a Libel or 4ccuſation mult be formed, ſetting 
forth the particular Crimes, whereof the Perſon is accuſed :— 
This Accuſation muſt be put into the Perſon's Hand, with ſuf- 
ficient Time, and all 8 Advantages, to prepare for his 
Defence: The Crimes mentioned mult be found to have been 
by their ownkules declared cenſurable by the Mord of God: — 


And the Sentence of the Judicatory is to {et forth—the parti- 


cular Crimes, whereof the Perſon is accuſed, — the Rule, where- 
by ſaid Crimes, are declared cenſurable,—that the Facts were 
evidently proved againſt the perſon, the Cenſure ordered to be 
inflicted upon . — guilty, of ſaid Crimes, Oc. — This is cer- 
tainly a beautiful Order, a laudable Method of Proceeding, and 
neceſſary, to let exery one ſee with their ownEyes and judge for 
themſelves.— But it ſeems, Circumſlances did not render it 
Fit to attend unto this Mgthod !-—Had they come to Particuicet, 
it might have been difficult to find one Thing aferted in my 
Repreſentations, which I could not have ſufficiently proved to be 
true: Alſo it might have been hard to ſind the Rulz, whereby 
the were declared cenſurable by the Word of God ;—And 
ſome, into whoſe Hands their Records came, might have been 
preſumed to judge for themſelves, &c. | 
In theicSentence tis ſaid, They made repeated fer: and Re- 
| 42 5 unto me to 1vithdraw my Papers. Upon which I would 
, in Caſe my Repreſentations deſerued I ſhould be ſo ſeverely. 
423 with as I have. been, Where was theirFaith/ulneſs to Cod. 
and to me, in requeſting me to withdraw them: If it be ſaid, 
This ſhewed their Lenity : 1 alk, Who gave them Power to 
4¹ Ypenſe with the Laws of Cun1s 7M | 
+ 48. A. 1638. Tis 
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Tis ſaid in theirSentence, I in/inuated Things againſt the 
preſbytery evidently falſe and groundleſt.— This, you will ob- 
ſerve, is the only Foundation, which their Sentence (with all 
their awful Proceedings) ſtands upon. They ſay, the Things 


are evident iy ſo ; i. e. they themſelves beingAccuſers, Witneſſes, 


and Judges. Vet they don't ſay, that I afferted, but oi / that 
I in/inuated them. If I miſtake not, tis an univerſal Rule, in 
all Courts Civil or Spiritual, that thoſe who ſit to judge, are to 
proceed in giving Sentence according to what is alledged and 
proved, Either the Things 1 am {aid to have in/enuated, ap- 
pear'd plain from my Papers : and then they were no more 
Inſfinuationt, but (true or falſe) 4ertions. But the Preſbytery 
themſelves don't pretend, this was the Caſe ; It feems, I only 
in/ſinuated theſe Things, —Or elſe they were nat plain from 
my Papers, Here methinks our Saviour's golden Rule did re- 
quire, and Charity, had they been more acquainted with that 
lovely Stranger, would have taught them, to put the % Con- 
ſirudtion upon my Words, that they could admit of, —How- 
ever, as this is the only Thing they pretend to have found 
againſt me, it muſt to every conſiderate Perſon appear fo eat 
a Ground for their Proceedings, that I ſhall only add, I cannot 
account for ſuch a Conduct in reaſonable Beings, 

When I deſired, che Standards of the Church of Scotland, in 
her pureſt Times, might be Judges in the preſent Caſe, they 
ſay in their Sentence, Tis a further injurious Reflection on 
this Preſbytery, they having always paid a ſuitableRegard to theſe 
Rules, as far as different Circumſtances render it fit.” —'Tis ſur- 
priſing, ſome of the primitive Churches did not ſuſpend Paul, 
who frequently fell into ſuch Blunders, and was an injurious Re- 
flector, in calling upon them to walk in a Way they were already 
in.—I ſhall only add, altho' there are ſome Circumſtances, cor- 
cerning the Goverriment of the Church, which are to be ordered 
by the Light of Nature, and Chriſtian Prudence, according to 
the general Rules of the Word; yet I have always thought, 
Presbyterian Church-Goveroment, in all its efertial Parts, w 
founded ia the Word of Goq,and practicable in everyCireumance, 
by a Preſbytery duly conſtituted, They 
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bey fay, © I propoſed to ſubmit the Matters pointed at in 
my Repreſentations,to a Trial before thePreſbytery, providing 
&c.—My Words are, I defire the Preſbytery may try to iſſuc 
«© the Matter in the following Manner, Let the Standards and 
Acts of the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
from 1560 to 1582, {rom 1638 to 1648, from 1690 to 
4 1712, be Judges,” Cc. The moſt favourable Conſtruction I 
can put here, is, that they did not (as, I am afraid, is 
their Practice in many Caſes) ſufficiently conſider the Matter, 
before they made the Aſſertion.— For, if by the Phraſe, 


ſubmit to Trial before the Presbytery, we underſtand, that I pro- 
\ poſed to ſubmit to them as Fudges(which is the only Meaning I 


know, of this Phraſe) then I think, what they aſſert, is plainly 
falſe : and if T ſhould give it as my Opinion, that they ſuffici- 
ently underſtood the Matter, but that as I had declined their 
Authority, they put in this to make the World believe I had 
ſubmirted to them, and ſo they had a Right to do what they 
have done, it might ſeem too ſevere a Reflection. 

Finally, you may obſerve, they ſay, there are diverſe Inſi- 

ations,” &c. in myRepreſentations.—I hope, there are divers 
Things in them true and wel/-grounded : and if they had begun 
at Home, firſt rectifying theſe, and caſting the Beam out of their 
e Eyes, I ſheuld have been more eaſily induced to believe, 
they had diſcovered a Mte in mine, and were fit Perſons to 
caſt it out. But to proceed, 

Upon the Tueſday following, one that had been attending 
upon the Preſbytery, came to the People, who were then aſſem - 
bled, - and read to them the Minutes of the Preſbytery, and, as 
he ſaid, „by an Order from them, diſcharged all from hearing 
nie. Being aſked by one preſent, Why it was not in their 
Minutes ? he anſwered, © They were diſmiſſed, before 
„ they gave him that Order.” — Tis poſſible, it may be 
voted at ſome future Meeting, Twas an Omiſſion, they did not 
inſert in their Records, their giving him ſuch an Order; or their 

ibe, if any aſk for it, and it cannot be found, may ſay, Twas 

a Omiſſen in him, and take all the Blame to himſelf. 
| Of | n Notwithſtanding 
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- Notwithſtandiog this Order, and all the Means their Follow 
ers could uſe, Numbers preſumed to continue their Attendance 
on my Miniſtry. — Mr. Burns; who was appointed to preach 
with them one Sabbath, did not come, at theTi ime appdinted 
One, whether occaliomally; or of Purpoſe, , know. not, went te 
Mr. Moorhead ;, and on his Return, it was ſaid, he brought 
with. him itheritativa Letter to Mr. Burns: Upon, which 
he came, above the Time of his Appointment was lapſed = 
I ſhall only remark here, altho' I be a dull Scholar, and ir:ſeams, 
want ſeyere Diſcipline; I hope I may in Time learn to know 
Preibyterian Principles 1 For 1 muſt, confels, - I vac formeriy 


taught, that theſe Principles allowed. none, like ne | 


to uſurp Authority over the meaneſt f his Brethren... a 
pon his Return, it was lik whiſ among their 
Followers, that the Prerhytery: had found ſomething very eri- 
mizal againſt me; but no Perſon could tell what, only it 
would —. at the next Meeting of, the dee Several 
Meetings of the Preſbytery have paſied.! 2 not 
yet appeared : although they have a ON, uon tu 
produce 1 5 if Ag had any, juſt Ground for their Progedarez=+4 
Lal only ſayjupon it, How: far GOD | MAY permit em to go 
ken vt: only I am not. afraid to e Nen enen 
u get * br 10 * 15133. 1 
* moſt. anal Torevrings wy ngetllagainſt 
who attended upon my Mi uch 28, , of 
them would EY to ſealing e by —— 

ry, Vithqut Na be Sei- But as Perſons, uh 
hey fer theirGaſe, is def) will perfil, theſe. terrible Threats, 
nings,were moderated. ;, mod. ie it was promiſed, that if they would. 
for thafutyre forbsar. ti hear me, the Preſbytery would be ca 
ee vin — Wbetber Mr. Meortehi ſent 
5 — c whtha the g perlen {poke without a. Com- 
Ideape . now the, Men and their Crmmiici- 

catzro BR 
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do judge 45 they 1 ſcee\Cauſe,,,.... dock * A 
rt thus dighngr;anfrer the ———— or that thoſe 
102 | — 


ib, Ibn net 9 che Difficulty; if it wad. 
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. wo obey d the Preſbytery, were aſhamed of this Conduct, 
whatever was the Matter, it was found neceſſary, to ſend one 
| | to conſult Mr. M*Gregore, and aſk his Advice in their Affairs. 
| I ſtall not mention any Thing which was more ſecretl) 
$ _ upon the Return of their Meſſenger,” but only Poet 
| of what was more publick. The Man brought with him a 
Lerter, Which was read among them upon all proper Occaſions. 
By the Reports I had heard concerning the TaidLetter, I under- 
. ſtood it was to be commumcated to the T and therefor: 
Ej an Opportunity offering itfelf, I aſked” a Sight of it, from 
3 choſe who had it in keeping. hey foletunly denied they ka! 
| | it. Bur having accuſtomed my ſelf, of late; not to believe every 
$ Word, upon further Enquity, it was produced by them, before 
| they left the Houſe, I read it carefully, once and again; and 


: 
| wrote an Anſauer to it, which I deſired might be communicated; 
| if the other was. I have not heard much of their Affairs 
| ſinco : for having purſued this Matter until I brought the Truth 
; | to Liglit;Things are now conducted, it ſeems; with the utmoſt 
| Secrecy; between the Preſbytery and their Followers ——But 
| chat you may fee what Methods hate been taken to draw the 
People from atteriding upon my Miniſtry, 1 hall give you” an 
Acebunt of ſome contained in Mr. M*Gregore's 
8 to them. 
f. ing of Me, He tells . 
; te tur, he little Regard tou Cenſure paſe 
F 
1 . 19. — On this Paſſage T'ſhall only ſay, I have read 
0 of ſons who' have Prametat 4 Gnat; and frotHowed a Camel, 
—Altho* every Saint Will 2% the” Name of Jes us, wheti' | 
his Fruth is its Companion vet nee the Clouds of Pops hy 7 
Darkneſs have been'{cattered, Men ate become wilet thar y 
fear ad ypertpry. Sani Rein the Mouth of theirFellow-Cre: 
while:they hear got in I the Voice of che eternal G ob — 3 
1 Papiſit believe, the Prince” of Darkne/3 (much mote: Reble* 
& | NMortak) will fly at the nnd of this facted Name; N Kno 
YA ine war y r if divine rath be wanting; his Anfwer is, IE 7 
Kine, —but who are ye ?%>*} 


WS 
a It is ſubjoin'd, I wi/h he may not by his Conduct do arg 
750 Harn to the Preſbyterian Interęſt, than ever he will do G 22 
| My Remark upon it is, If I perſiſt in my Obſtinacy, and con- 
tl tinue to preach againſt giving Gifts, or (more according to the / 
571 Truth) Bribes, to Miniſters, I know not what Harm it may 


N * do to ſome, in their private Intereſt : however, I conceive, ; 
19 it cannot hurt the Prerbyterian Intereſt; not can I conceive, 
ol how it, can hurt it, to receive and pradtiſe the genuine Princi 

r. of Preſbytexy,—Tt is added, He bas acted contrary toPreſby- 
+; terian Principles, in diſowning that Fudicatory whereof He was 


7 

15 a Member, and his ſolemn 2 ows at his Ordination. —This is a 
— heavy Charge, and worth minding, could it be made good, — 
It looks ill, not to receive a Favour, when offered; and. tis 
vile Ingratitude, not to make a ſuitable Return, when in one's. 
Power. I ſhall endeayour to avoid both; and will try, if ane Part 
of his Letter will not ſuit to anſwer another; which, fitted to 
the preſent Caſe, will run thus. If Mr. M<Gregore ſay, I. 
have acted contrary to Presbyterian Principles, &c. Evety ene 
muſt load upon it as aSlander, until it be proven ; which, I think, 
he is not able to do. —It muſt be very weak in any to believe. it, 
meerly becauſe he tells them ſo ; and they would be wiſe, ta 
* fuſpend their Judgment, until they hear upon what. Grounds he 
1 80 13 * this, —This is his own Advice; and whoever elſe may 
N mplain of this Anſwer, ſurely inReaſon Mr. M*Cregore cannot, 
td until he condemn his own : and if he hate to be reputed guilty. 
ip of a $lander,let him not repreſent others in ſo odious aLight.— 
12 4 In a Word, let him learn to ſend no Compliments. to his 
Neighbours, which he is not willing they ſhould return him, 
as Opportunity invites. 3-5 Yao 
„ le proceeds, to thisPurpoſc t is probable you will incline 
16 4 7 to the Preſbytery, and in the broken and ſhattered Siats 
„/ the Seffion it dull be beſt to call the Town together, and 
114 chooſe a Committee, who by Virtue of their Power may delegate 
dean or more to repreſent their Caſe to the Prerbytery.—Upon 
which 1 ſhall only obſerye, that at this Time they could. not 
. || break k upon the Caen bythe Fg df cn, 
Te 6 2 _ 
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not new this i in any e otherLi it, El a defirin 10 Congregas 

tion 8 join with them a air me. e adds | 
"ee 7 They Pick together, and not fufer theme 1 to be divided 
4 " Artifice, tis Takely the Precbytery may make them fome 
ſp : but if t they divide into two Parties, they will put it out 


of the Pon 4. thei bi ſpiritual Fathers 0 help ther, aud ag be 
the. wha by ruſe 9 of. their own Ungoing.— On which, I ſu 
= he would ore it as ableRefleftion, if 1 Gal 
fay, Yea view this Part * Conduct in no other Light, 
than an rtifice, to incenſe my Congregation, againſt me, an 
induce' me 40 ſubpzit to Whatever Burden he and his Brethren 
5 by! upon me, and to ceaſe from tormenting them by faith-, 
PF Repreſe ae a ing their Mal, Conduct before their 
.at 1 cal forbear thele Remarks z auc paſhng over 
1 | ofhet Things ir in Mr. "M*Gregore's Letter, only obſerve, 
es Hs he diſcpvers, the Weakneſs of the 8 [It 
eir Autho rity yay. 99d, wg cane Hy their ſpiritual Fathers 


mate them ſore genie [p, though y did divide ? But it ſeems,, 
0 could do Not AK de the Peg be thowld flick together, 
join. with them . gainſt IN Hence pay they. 


arc 800 divided, Ut, pole. according to his own. 
Sentiments,” 15 not in the Pew N r ſpiruual Fathers to 
help them. — However, op U 40 big rethren (full Tl attem pt tO dg 
it. T hes , the Circumft, Faces, don” fe reden it Jt, do pay 3 
Regard to his own W Sweet. ny more toPrevby; . 
terign Principles, —1 hall arte ore 5 1 ; theſe T hings 
be fo ag he allerts, > K Was Jurp IWeaſyre oe io the 1 
to found their Sentence 00 86 fe ! Wl 13.—} ut, if 

not; by following 90 Matter. cloſely, hire 12 0 of 5 
Letter, i in the Surpriſe C, erhaps it Was never 

ſee” "theſe Things ; Lax 10% were welk 17 fate 

the Pale from atten W 0 d my Mipiſtr 


In this Caſe Ma 1 a e of the . 
when the Kn. 915 7 naitted to their 02 afure 5 An 
therbſore th igy continu u ger 4000 e u. until their next, 
Meering.— — On Which f. obſerve, 12 
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to know how Tcould be continued under a Suſpenſion, which was 
actually expired two Months before, If it be ſaid, It continued, 
Bean, I did nat ſubmit ; I mult aſk, By what Rule of our Con- 
ſtiturion ?- Nor will it ſatisfy me, to Jay, Every one knows this, 
For, by Presbyterian Principles (as T have already in Part, and 
ſhall more fully make appear) even the A4/embly.is obliged to 
act con/titutionally, and produce a Rule for what they do: or no 
Perſon is bound in Duty to obey or ſubmit to them therein, — 
But Se. may incur a further Cenſure, for reflecting upon 
the Prechytery, when J compare that petty Judicatory, the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, compoſed of a few illi- 
terateMiniſters,ſtupidNoblemen,and rude unpoliſhedGentlemen, 
to the auguſt, the venerable, and learned Presbytery, conſiſting 


of ſuch a Number, of ſo accompliſhed and judi-ious. Miniſters, 


of ſo knowing and pridentRulingElders — Th. deſpicably ig - 
norant aud unſkilful Body, the 4/embly, muſt be Hed toLaws 
and Rur xs in their Proceedings: but tis below our grand 
Prevbytery, to regard ſuch inſignificant Trifles, while they can be 
a Lau unto themſelves ! 25 . 

At this Meeting of Preſbytery, a Number of the People in 
Pelham, who could not helieve, the Presbytery's Sentences 
ought to be received by Proteſtants, as the Pope's are by Papiſts, 
© who claim it as their Ly 5 to /ee awith 70 7 E yes and 
Judge for themſelves, apply'd to the Preſbytery for Light in this 
A . ee ” Anſwer, — At this Mekting, they 
likewiſe appointed them ſome Supplier. for the Pulpit : and fa 
1 as I could underſtand the Reports (for, ſince Mr. MeGregore s 


Letter came into my Hands, Matters are conducted with the 


greateſt, Secrecy.) an ORDER was diręcted to the SELECT-MEN, 
to ſhut the Doors of the Mecting-Heuſe againſt me, and take my 

whit for their Supplies; and it was reported, that if the 
Elders would bande their Supplies into the P pit, their paſt 
Offences ſhould, be forgiven.— This, I ſay, was ſo, ay fax as 
1 fome others could learn Matters, at that Time. 
"Tis. certain, the Select. Men did ſhut the Meetiog · Houſe· 
Doors, on the ſame Night that their Meſſengers feturned _ 
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the Preilytery : and when the Town came to conſider, Whe- 
ther they would take the Mecting-Houſe for their Supplies, 


the Followers of the Precbytery would not allow their Minutes 


to be read, until the Vote was over ;—altho' that was urged, 
by ſome who wanted to know if there was Truth in thoſe Re- 
ports aforeſaid. — So that, upon the whole, the only View I 
can have of all theſe Matters, is, It was only an Artifice con- 
trived (by whom, let the World judge) to gain over ſome, and 
to make Things eaſy, until 7% Point was carried. ee, 
When Mr. Me Dowel (their firſt Supply) came, he called at 
my Houſe ;— He introduced himſelf with large Proteſtations of 
his Averſion to come ;— He aſked, If I would willingly re- 
ſign the Pulpit to him? I abſolutely refuſed ; and told him, I 
ſhould look upon it as an unwarrantable Iatruſion, if he took 
it. I invited him to lodge at my Houſe, which he refuſed. — 
He went off, and immediately concluded with the Select -Men, 
not to take the Meeting-Houſe upon the Sabbath, but upon the 
Meonday : which accordingly he did; the Sele!?-Men keeping 
the Doors ſhut, until he came; and they, with one or two of 
the Elders, hurrying him into the Pulpit, — while the Select- 
Men forcibly kept me from entring the ſame :— where, in a 
molt precipitant Manner, he began his Service. © © 
Whatever Reality was in the Above-Reports, 'tis certain, 
they were verified practically to a Tittle.— Tſhall only further 
inform you, this Gentleman was only appointed to preach with 
them upon the Sabbath: ſo that his Monday's Service was a 
Free-will-Offering of his own. And when I have told you, 
that ſo far as I can learn, he was in the Votet with the reſt, and 
moreover offered (as is reported) to baptize their Children, if 
they brought an Order from the Moderator of the Preſbytery, 
I ſhall leave you to judge ofhis Knowledge in thoſe Principles 
he profeſſes, and reconcile his Canduct with the Sincerity of 
his Profeſſion, if you are able. rem pain 
Their next Supply was' Mr, Burns, on whoſe Management 
I now. forbear making any Remarks. He was followed by 


Mr. Meclintoct; of whom, by all Accounts, I think, Fire 


Ro & = a 


Ft I 
freely Tay, if the Presbytery cenſure him for being un/aithful 
in promoting heir Cauſe, they will do him the greateſt jury. 
But till the Croundi, upon which the Preſbytery did ſaſpend 
me, were wanting: nor was he able to perſwade ſome, that it 
was not reaſonable; to think, ſuch a Body of good and wiſe 
Men, as the Preibhytery, were in the Wrong. They ſtill in- 
ſiſted on their Right, to /ee avith their own Eyes, and to judge 
fer themſelves. But if Mr. M<Clintock's own Reaſoning could 
not convince em, he had another Arrow in his Quiver, ' Being 
Preſbytery-Clerk, he had with him Mr. Me Gregore's Har- 
rangue, that had been read before the Preſbytery at Newbury, 
which he was careful to invite them to hear. Whether he 
did this by Directiun, with a Deſign to alienate the Congrega- 
tion from me, or whether being 'of himſelf torward to'promote 
the Intereſt of the Preſbytery, he did it without the Advice of 
any, I leave you to think as you ſee Cauſe. — And I forbear 
further Remarks on his Conduc. 1 81 

It would be endleſs, to relate and remark upon the Methods 
and Arts, which have been uſed to draw off the People, from 
attending upon my Miniſtry, Therefore I ſhall proceed in the 
Account of Facts, and my Remarks. I have already obſerved, 
that when I deſired of the Preſbytery a Di/miſion from my 
paſtoral Charge, they publickly put ihe People: in Mind, if 
they had any Matter of Complaint againſt me, to /ay it before 
them ;— And that it was reported, the Reaſon why they did 
not diſmiſs nie, was, the People had brought no Charge againſt 
me. I ſhall now further obſcrve;® that from that Time for- 
ward, ſome who found it difficult to obtain ſcaling Ordinan- 
bes, took the Hint given em, and in an irregular diſorder] 
Way endeavoured to lay ſome Complaints before them. 

F oppoſed the Preſbytery's receivirig of them, unleſs they 
would" bring ein all according to Order, at the fame Time 
cxpreſing my Deſire they fhould be heard, and defiring the 
Preſbytery to direct them. — At the Delire of the Preſbytery, 
Mr. Moorhead gave them a Direttibn, in Writing ; which, ſo 
n [can remember, was in Subſtance what our Conſtitution 


[a 7] 
diredts unto in ſueh Caſes, — To this they attended not, but 
ſtill inſiſted io have em received in their own Way ; however, 


could not obtain it of the Pxefbytery.— What the 11 
now 


did concerning chis at their former Meeting at Ka/iown, 1 
not: tho”, one Thing I know, their Minutes were filent in this 
Affair. All they favoured me with, was, to let me know that 
I was continued under Suſpenſion (as already obſerved) and to cite 
me to appear, and anſwer for not ſubmitting, to their Sentence, at 
their next Meeting, which was appointed at Pel bam, in April laſt, 
Some little Time before this Meeting of the Preſbytery, 
certain Perſons in Pelham came, and offered me a Paper, — 
Laſked, in Sum, Whether they could ſhew me any Order from 
the Prechyteryappointing them to do it? And finding they had 
none, I told them, I would receive no Papers, but ſuch. as 
came to me from the Prezbytery ; upon which they deſiſted, 
and left me, In a few Days after, ſome came again, and 
preſented me a Paper ; which I refuſed: to take, for the Rea- 
ſon above-mentioned. However, at their Deſire I read the 
laſt, and returned it to them. 5 react; , 
| When the Preſbyrery met, there were only preſent Meſheurs 
Moorhead, M<Gregore,, M<Dowel, and Burns, with their 
Elders, Before they entered upon the Affair, for the Infor- 
mation of thoſe who were preſent, the Scribe was ordered to 
read Mr. MEG regore's Anſwer to my firſt Repreſentation. 
and he himſelf read a Narrative of their Proceedings, which 
he had draw up: My far, and ſecond Nepreſentationr were 
read Iikeviſe. The Method or Order in which theſe Papers 
were read, I ſud, appeared ſtrange to ſome who were prefent : for 
They read i their own Anſwers, and then my Papers. 1 
mult. confefs, it was intirely new to me, and I could not in tho 
very Tim help thinking, it was done with De/gn,to prepoſſeis 
the Hearers in their own Favour. However, I tock no Notice 
of it : king, ſuch. mean Ar/ifces generally, in the Event, 
expoſe and hurt thoſe'who fe em. 
I qudged it not epedient, to take Notice, of any Thing Mr. 
M*Grepor had bad, Only an be bad ire bs bi Opinion 
$1. 319 


CI 
the Preſbytery ſhould eſteem me in good Standing with them, 
if 1 would acknowledge their Authority, which he ſuppoſed 1 
had denied; therefore, when he had finiſhed his Diſcourſe, I 
took up my "ſecond R epreſentation, of 'which they had. refuſed 
me a Copy, and made it plain from the ſame, that I had. nat 
denied their Authority: To their own Maſter, they were. 
to ſtand, or fall. I had only declined them, as Perſons who b 
their Conduct had di/qualified themſelves 10 judge in any Caſe 
concerning me. and conſequently,according to Mr. Me Cregere s 
Sentiment, I was free from their Cenſure, and had a Right to 
be eſteem d in good Standing with them After which 1 heard 
| no more of the ſaid Propoſal. ——-., , 
0 bp proceeded, and were about to read the Papers given 
e People.—1 deſired to be heard; and told them, I 
Was wins by them, only to anſwer for not ſubmitting to their 
Sentence; and that no ſuch apers had by them been ordered. 
to be put into my Hands, They alledged, they had done it.— 
1 deſired, if there was ſuch an Order, it might be produced, — 
When the Scribe had ſearched their Records, it could not be 
found, that ever thePresbytery had received ſuch Papers of| Cam- 
plaint againſt me, or had ever given any, Order to put ſucb 
Papers into my Hands, for me to make Anſwer to them. Upon 
which, *twas concluded, it was an Omiſſon, that theſe Things 
had not been inſerted in their Minutes: and their Scribe took 
the Blame upon himſelf, while they reſolved. to 
But after all the Preſbytery's Declarations, and their Scribe's 
Confeſhon, that it was an Omi ſiom, I am ſtill at a Loſs, to 
account for ſo ſtrange anEyent,and know not how ſuch a Thing 
could poſſibly be: for every one knows, that ſeveral of the 
Things complained of in theſe Papers, were tranſacted between 
this and their former Meeting: So, conſequently, a nhing 
concerning them could be inſerted in their Records; 
ſuppole, they are Prophets, and knew future Things. 
Altho' ſince Mr. M*Gregore's Letter came into myHands, 
Matters are conducted with great Secrecy, yet ſome Time be- 


fore this Meeting I came to 5 that it was . 
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L 26 J 
of ar leaſt ſuſpected, what. the Prerbytery had done, would not 
deprive me of my Salgry; and that the Preſbytery, when 
they ſhould eome to Pelham, would not allow their former 
Prbrodure ts he inquired into, but intended to begin a newProceſe, 
upon the A airs of the Ta.; which, it was ſuppoſed, would 
clectually diſmiſs me. What Truth there was in theſe Re- 

„I could not then determine. However, knowing that 
the Event would difcover che Truth, I prepared the following 
Paper ; and finding thenifreſolved to proceed in the very Me- 
Abd 1 Had heard wes trtended; I deſtred Leave to read the 
ſame. The Preſbytery, accbrding to their new Method above- 
mentioned, which is, not to fuffer any Thing of un to be 
Heatd, Before they have tn'2yfrorr, td be read fr/t, would not 
give me Leave upon Wich I gave it to them. 

What their Deſyur were in this Method of Procedure; I pre- 


tend not to know, Only T muſt be allowed to obſerve, that by 


citing me to amſauer to one" Thing, and on my Appearance, re- 
ring me to anſwer to 2 biher, which, it did not appear from 
eir Records, ever Was before them, they took all the Advan- 
. me they cotild,—By this Method alſo, they were ſure 
I ſhould not, yea, Knew / I could not, be ptepared to anſiber: 
for they could not be ignorant, 1 was not obliged, and eyen had 
it not in my Power; to vc any Papers; but ſuch as were put 
into my Hand, by their Order, —Herthy likewiſe, they faved 
their Followers from Cenfure ; who, had they proceeded ac- 
cbrditg to Order, ought to have ſuffered as Slanderers, ar leaft, 
if they failed in the Proof. —By. this alſp, they took an effectual 
Way to prevent my vhhditaring my ſelf, undd ſetting their Con- 
du im à fall and juſt Light, While theſe, Things were kept in 
their own Hands. By this Method likewife; I was prevented | 
froth Fa he wert my Accuſert, or who were to be M- 
er ae Caſe. Andl fo they made it imptactirable fot me to 
prepare Exreptinmr 2 However needful it might be. 
Aut theſe Things being ſo very obvious to every one, 1 flrall 
wratiſciibe. here a Copy'of the above-mentioned Paper, given in 


Unto 
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« Unto the Gentlemen, calling themſelves the Presbytery, ta 
meet at Pelham, April the "15th, 1755, _ 
Gentlemen, Having received a Citation to appear before you, 
to anſwer for refuſing to ſubmit to your Sentence againſt me, 
I take this Opportunity to inform you, that Iloak upon you 
as Perſons who by your former Conduct have unqualified your- 
ſelves to fit as Judges in any Caſe concerning Me, or this Con- 
gregation ; And I peremptorily refuſe to ſubmit any Cauſe tg 
your Determination for the following Reas oxs. * TY 
According to your own Records, I was firſt called to make 
good Matters of high Charge, you ay, I had brought againſt 
2 this be true, even Nature will teach, you cannot be 
both Party and Judge. I ſuppoſe, ſome of you, notwithſtand · 
ing the Frailty of your Memories, remember ſince this was 3 
god Reaſon in your Account. — But perhaps the great Impairer, 
Tis, has diminiſhed its Strength; or the altered Gireum/tances 


don't render it ft, to pay a Regard to it 1n the preſent Cale. f 


Further, | KIM 
In your Sentence againſt me you affirm, I propoſed to ſub- 
mit the Matters pointed at in my Repreſentations, to a Trial 
before the Presbytery, &c. My Words are, Let the Standard: 
and As of the Church of Scotland, &c. be Judges. Thus, 
when it could not proceed from Want of Opportunity to know 
the Truth, you have in this Caſe aſſerted that which tended to 
juſtify your Procedure, whereof I cannot diſcover the Conſiſtency 
with Truth, T Again, 2 82 | 
Tis plain, the Sum of both my Repreſentations, upon which 
you build your awful Procedure, is,to plead with you to receive 
the Diſcipline of the Church of Scatland in her pureſt Times ; 
and practiſe in ſuch a Manner, that i7meral and illiterate perſons 
may not be admitted into the ſacred Office of the Mini/?ry, and 
thoſe who are unworthy among the People, may be kept back from 
ſealing Ordinances. So that no Reaſon can juſtly be aſſigned 
= $2 D 2. > or 
*Stuart's Coll. Pag. 299. 
Minute, Knox Appel. Hiſt. Pag. 429. 
+ Presbytery's Minutes. 7 
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for your Conduct: excepting, that I am for receiving, obſerving, 
and keeping pure theOrdinances of Jeſus Chriſt, #—Addto this, 

It appears from your own Records, while I declined to ad- 
miniſter ſealing Ordinances until the ignorant and ſcandalous 
were purged out, or brought ta due Cenſure, —without any Com- 
plaint, far leſs any Accuſation, brought againſt me, yea, without 
being found worthy even af the ſmalleſt Admonition, as if I had 
been the greateſt Criminal, — contrary to our Principles, — yore 
did, in the moſt precipitant, diſorder ly, and arbitrary Manner, appoint 
One to baptize the Children in my Congregation ; which was 
done accordingly. —Thus you have, formerly, violently. intruded 
yourſelves into my Congregation, invaded my Miniſterial La- 
bours : and, which is ſtill worſe, have proceeded to cenſure me, 
while labouring in an orderly Way, by repreſenting the Matter 
to yourſelves, to obtain what IT judged a proper and neceſſary 
Redreſs of ſaid diſorderly Practice. Again, | 

It appears from your own Records, you were at a Loſs, what 
to found yourProcedure againſt me upon. At firſt, yon thought 
of Matters of 42h Charge, you ſay, I had brought againſt you: 
but either you forgot what you were doing,or found this would 
not anſwer the End. Refletions, direct Aſertions, and Inſinu- 
ations next preſented themſelves. Before your Scribe could 
fimſh your Sentence, the two firſt were not to be found; and 
the feeble /n/inuations were conſtrained to take, all your tre- 
mendous Procedure, upon them. (a) But I perceive, theſe 
Phantoms are ſince vaniſhed, and have left your Sentence with- 
out any Thing to ſupport it, and Me at a Lofs to know how 
your ſpiritual Brother can (upon one Hand) vindicate ya from 
being the moſt arbitrary Tyrants, in cenſuring a Man without 
giving a Reaſon for it, and imſelf (upon the other) from having 
. in him ſomething very conſiderable of the Papiſt, in requiring 
| | an implicit Faith and blind Obedience of his ſpiritual 9 
1 e e ndlc ( 
. * Firſt and ſecond Repreſentations. || Preſbytery's Minutes, and 
=Y Requeſt for a Diſmiſſion, compared with firſt Repreſentation, 
Act. Aſſ. 1638. Seſſi. 7. | | 
(a.) Prevbytery's firſt and ſecond Minutes compared. 


| A 
) However, there are two Ways you may yet take; either 
to begin upon a Subject intirely zew, if the old cannot be 
mended, which is the Report of common Fame; or to think 
of ſomething to be the Ground of your old Procedure, and by 
a Vote declare, Twas an Omi ſſion it was not inſerted in your 


1 


Add to this, 4 


Sentence.— 2 

At your former Meeting in this Place, when vou found zo Com- 
plaint or Accuſation was tabled againft me, you put the People in 
Mind (to give it noother Name) if they had "7 Thing of this 
Nature, to do it: which, all Circumſtances conſidered, I think, 
was only a miodeſt Way of deſiring them to complain of, or ac- 
cuſe me before you. — Your introducing ſo many Excuſes for em 
in your Minutes, ſome of them future Truths, where the Wits 


| nels failed, and the Prophet ſpoke 3 and, contrary to our Prin- 


ciples, giving them Ordinances in a diſorderly Way, when re- 
fuſed by me,— with a long, &c, a Specimen of which is to be 
found in Mr. M<Gregore's molt Chriſtian Letter to the People 
of my Congregation— What I intend by this, is, that when 1 
find your Procedure againſt me, even by the Confeſſion of ſome 
of yourſelves, without a Foundation, and conſider former Things, 
you muſt be Men expoſed to great Temptations, to ſeet your- 


ſelves, and labour with others to find ſomething that may ſeem 


to juſtify your former Conduct; and conſequently, unfirPerſons 
to judge in the preſent Caſe, t 
But to come more cloſely to the Point, 
If you have any /aw/ul Authoritytor what you have done and 
are doing, it muſt immediately flow from thoſe particular Obli- 
gations, which give one Judicatory, and not another, Authority 
over one, and not over another Perfon : Or, according to Pres- 
byterian Principles, it mult ariſe from our having agreed in one 
certain Form of Diſcipline, mutually Bound ourſelves by Sub- 
ſcription, to ſubmit to it, and finally to one another, while we 
walk exactly agrecable to ſaidRule. —If theCaſe were otherwiſe, 
the 


(b) Mr. M<Gregore's Letter. | | 
+ Presbytery's Minutes. Act. Af. 1638. Seſſ. 7. Mr, Me 
Gregore's Letter, —— =, 
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PP, L. 30 f 
the Members of one Judicatory may claim a Right to judge and 
cenſure thoſe who belong to another: which mult end in Auar- 
chical Confuſion, or Popi/h Tyranny.— yon have done this, 
at or ſince your Conſtitution into a Preſbytery, pray, Gentlemen, 
let it be made appear ; and conſequently, that there was g 
Neceſſity for me to call upon you to do it. — But as you are 
conſcious, this has not been done, I hence conclude, you have 
no lauful Authority to judge in theſe Matters, until they be 
tted unto au. For it muſt be diligently obſerved, tis 
not lawful for aPreſbyteryduly conſtitute( much more one, nat ſo) 
to draw the ſpiritual Sword at their Pleaſure ; but their Power 
is to be confined within its Limits, Oc. For what is unju/tly 
done upon Earth, cannot be ratifyed in Heaven. Wherefore 
Chriſt with his Apoſtles all juſtly condemned the Excommu- 
nications of the Scribes and Prieſts, pronounced againſt them; 
altho they ſat in Moſes Seat.” F But, : 
Omitting other Reaſons, —ſuch as,— If we have not bound 
ourſelves in particular to ſubmit to the Judgment of the Pres- 
bytery, as final, an Appeal muſt be allowed to a Synod, or A/- 
fembly,&c.--Your not allowing meExtraQts of yourRecords,&c.— 
And eſpecially ſuch as may be drawn from the Conduct of par- 
ticular Members in the Caſe now before us: — Jen ſay, What 
you have done, and are doing, is ju/? and /awful :—1 ſay, It is 
not juſt nor lawful. — Between your Affirmative and my Ne- 
gative, the Minds of the People are in Suſpenſe, and fluctuate, 
Few Perſons will, at leaſt, profeſs they belieye Me : and no 
Perſon who is acquainted with the true State of this Affair 
(fo far as I can learn) do believe You. 4 Let it no more be 
heard, / ſay, — You ſay * but, Thus ſaith the LoD. Let us 
not bring deceitful Balances, in which we may weigh what and 
how we will at our Pleaſure ; but the Balances of the Sandr- 
ary, Wherefore do we contend ? Our Father died . in- 
teltate; 


+ Stuart's Coll. p. 22, & 298. Act. Af. 1638. Seſſ. 12. 
Mutual Negative, p. 9. Beza's Confeſſ. Pag. 167. 
+ Optat. de Schiſ. Donat. Lib. 5. | 


1 1 
teſtate; He made his Will, and died, and roſe again. \ 
thir Will, our Mother the Church of Scctland, in her pu 
Times, has given us the true Meaning; and from the pure Foun- 
tain, the ard G ob, has with great Labour compoſed to our 
Hand the moſt exeellent and neceſſary Form of Diſcipline u 
f you be her genuine Sons, as you! profeſs yourſelves to be, 
and not ſome ſpurious Brood; by this. Rule, before impartial 
and indifferent” Judges, you will be willing to diſcuſs your 
Cauſe.— Pray (Gentlemen) like honeſt Men, ſpeak plain, and 
don't impoſe upon your Followers: many of whom, if I miſ+ 
take not, you will not ere long find ſo ſimple, as to follow you 
with an impheit Faith. Either lay aſide all Pretenſions to be 
of the Principles of the Church of Scotland; or conform to 
them in your Practice, Pity the Intereſt of Religion, declin- 
ing, among yourHands, and dwindling into an emptyForm.— 
j If you have yo Compaſſion upon yourſelves,compaſhonate thoſe 
id that wait upon you for the Food of their Souls; who, I am 
afraid, are in more deplorable Circumſtances than you are ap- 
4 prifed of. Take Heed to your Conduct, leſt by your Means 
T7 they be reduced to feed upon empty Huſti, inſtead of more 


«ot <7 0 X22 WR „ So Men. An conc 


a- ſubſtantial Food; and which is ſtill more affecting, have Scor- 
t piant, who will ſting them to eternal Death, given unto them, 
Dy ihſtead of F;/h.-—— But to conclude, OTA | 
de- For the above Reaſons, I decline von, as Perſons, who by 
We your former Conduct have vgualifed yourſelves to fit in Judy- 


ment upon any Caſe wherein / am concerned, ꝓ and who have 
ar || refuſed to comply-with the moſt reaſonable Propoſals & And 
[abſolutely ref#/e to ſubmit any Caſe wherein I am concerned; - 
* to your judgment: 
and Moreover, as I have received manifeſt Injuſtice frem you, Ido 
PROTEST againſt all the former and later violent Intruſianr you 
mn” | have made upom my miniſterial Charge in this Congregation, 
te 7 as tending to divide the ſame, rend them from me, and render 


my 
12. + Auguſt. de Unit. Eccl. Lib. 2 Cap. 3. in Paal. 2. f. * Att. 
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my miniſtry uſeleſs among them, — I prote/?, that any Cenſure 
that may be inflited upon me, "ir my miniſterial Office, 
or the Exerciſe thereof, is mull and void in it {elf ; and that 
it ſhall be lawful for me, to exerciſe my Maniſtry, a as if no ſuch 
Cenſure had been, until the Caſe between yon and me, be tri- 
ed by lawful. Judges : That if in Conſequence of any Sen- 
tence paſſed againſt me, any Miniſter, or Candidate for the 
Miniſtry, ſhall exerciſe any Part of the Miniſtry in my Congrega- 
tion, it ſhall be reputed a violent Intruſſon upon my miniſterial 
Labours.— And, ſinally, having made all the moſt reaſonable 
Propoſals, which have with the utmoſt Contempt been rejected 
by you, I do protęſi, that You ſhall be anſwerable for all the 
unhappy Conſequences, which may follow. upon this Os | 
while 1 dee fromthem; ® Poa 1 


and as 1 do proteſt nin your r groundlefs and i 
Procedure being warranted by the Laws of Nature, Word of 
God, and Principles you make the World believe you profeſs, 
I AePEAL from you, as Judges, unto. the firſt free and impar- 
tial Synod, Aſemòly, or Council, to whom I may in Providence 
have Acceſs, to apply, and who will redreſs thoſe Injuries you 
have done me. And finally, if the all-wife JE ovan, in his 
adorable Providence, ſee meet ſo to diſpoſe of Matters, that 
ſuch Synod, Aſſembly, or Council, cannot be obtained in Time, 
I Appeal from your unrighteous Judgment, unto the Righteous, 
Fudge of ail the Earth, to whom I deſire to commit my Cauſe, 
before whoſe awful Bar you aud I mult ere long appear to an- 
ſwer for our Conduct, ſtand an im partial Trial, and receive the 
final Sentence, from which there i Iz no ApS Even ſo, Come 
Lord Jevvs. Amen. 


n A Has 
1 CE K Abereronbie.. 4 


15. 1755. | 
. Now 


* Eels be. . p. 30 & 65. . 
Hit. p. 211, 394, 420, & 459. | 


JW 


d's 


e / 8. notre Dent 


E 2&3 


Now to go on with my Aceount.— +, -» 
Meſheurs E awards, White, Billing, and Parſons, who aſſiſted 
at my Ordination, had received preſſing Letters in the Name of 
the Presbytery, inviting them to come and adviſe and aſſiſt in 
this Affair. Meſſieurs //hite and Billing accordingly came: 
and, as it had been commonly reported, they were not to be 
allowed to fit as Co- presbyters, but only to beWitneſſes, that the 
Pretbytery did me Juſtice— When this Matter came to be 
inquired into, it was found in the Iſſue there was no ſuch 
Order ; and Mr. Parſons of Newbury, the Writer of theſe 
Letters, was not preſent, to anſwer for himſelf.I find People have 
different Sentiments concerning this Part of their Conduct.— 
Whether theſe Gentlemen were not allowed, or did not incline. 
to join, I know not. However, they eſſayed to act the Part of 
Mediators in this Affair. But what their Succe/s was, I ſhall 
not ſay : ſecing it was their Mind, that Nothing which paſſed 
in their Mediation, if they did not ſucceed, ſhould afterward be 


Lo 


improved to the Diſadvantage of any. I ſhall only ſay, Their 


kind Labour was without the deſired Succeſs. — 


I received a Citation from the Preſbytery, forthwith to ap- 


pear before them, to anſwer to ſundry Articles of Complaint ; 
with a Copy of which Complaint, they ſay, I had been ſeaſo- 
nably ſerved.—] ſhall only obſerve, This was the fr Citation; 
and I was required to come to anſwer forthwith, contrary to 
our Rules, —That, by all I could ever learn concerning theſe 


Papers, they were only a Reque/?, that the Preſbytery would 


caution me againſt ſome Things, If I be miſtaken here, 
both the Moderator and the People themſelves have led 
me into the Miſtake. But, it ſeems, the Preſbytery converted 
them into Complaints —What Return was made to them, I 


know not.— Perhaps it would have been more agreable to the 


Truth, to have ſaid, a Copy had been offered me. I attended 
not : and in one Afternoon, they examined the whole Caſe, 


and came to a Concluſion, in which they continued me under - 


Suſpen/ion, and referred the Affair of my Di/miſſion to their 
next Meeting, in Bg/ton, in May, | SL | 
| oy ps At 
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At this Meeting, a Number in Pelham made the following 
Addreſt to them, for Light in theſe Matters, which ſo nearly 
concerned them. 

Unto theReveręnd the Moderator and Members of the Prer- 

bytery of ——to meet at Pelham, April the 15th 1755. 

the ADDRESS of us, whoſe Names are hereunto ſub- 
ſeribed, Members of the Congregation of Pelham, 

Humbly sHEWETUH: 

That whereas the Preſb ytery have proceeded to ſuſpend 
from the Exerciſe of his miniſterial Office, the Rev. Mr. 
Abercrombie, our Miniſter,----We hope, our Intereſt in him, 
our Regard for thoſe Principles profeſs'd by us, and our De- 
fire they may in their Parity be tranſmitted to our Poſterity, 
will excuſe us for this Addreſs to the Preſbytery. 

'Tis Matter of no {mall concern to us, the Preſbytery took 
little Notice of our former Deſire to them, to give us Light in 
this important Aﬀair, For, to ſpeak plainly, if we had not 
conſiderable Doubt, both as to the Conſiſtency of the Procedure 
in this Affair with our Rules, and the Zu/ine/5 of ſaid Sentence, 
we ſhould have been filent at this Time. 

But as want of Light in this Affair has produced in us a 
Practice different from many of our Brethren, and which ſeems 
to reflect upon the Preſbytery, we would again lay before the 
Preſbytery fome of the Grounds of our Conduct: and, as we 
look u * it to be their Duty, intreat them to give us Light 
in theſe Things, —More particularly, | 

* We doubt, if a Sentence paſſed by any Judicatory, which, 
mentions not the Name of CHRIS r, the King and Head of the 
Church, but in the Name of the Fudicatory, is of any Force, or 
to be regarded. — We {ind this at leaſt emed a queſtionable 
Point by ſome in our Mother-Church. It ſeemed good unto the. 
Haß) Ghoſt and to us, is the original Pattern. T And we are 

ady to think, it may raife a Doubt in the Minds of ſome, if 
amor the Pre: Enter themſelves were clear, their Sentence was 
one eable to the Lats of CHRIST, when they did not ule his. 
ag A and Authority in it, — Further, | We 
Erſtine's Repreſentation, p. 3. 4 Act. 
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Charge turn out a Miſtake. 
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ne doubt, tis not agreeable to the Word of God, and our 


Principles, to cenſure any Perſon without being Particular, ag 
to the Crimes he is guilty of, and finding theſe, in our Stan- 


dards, declared cenſurable by the Word of God.— The Pres- 
b;tery have found our Minifter cenſurable for 7//nuating againſt 
them Things (as they ſay) evidently ae and granndlzf :. but 
what theſe Things are, we cannot learn from the Sentenee, nor 
have the Preſbytery been ſo kind as to inform us. — We find 
this Method of Procedure loudly cemplained of by ſeveral wor- 
thy Miniſters in our Mother-Church,— Our Principles expreſſy 
provide, “ That Nothing is to be admitted by any Church- 
Judicatory as a Ground of Proceſs for Cenſure, but what hath 
been declared cenſurable by the N. ord of God,” Kc. 1. 
Moreover, | 
We doubt, if to repreſent the Condu of any to them kes 
even altho” there ſhould be ſome Miſtale inſinuated in the Re- 
preſentation, be a Thing (as the above Rule requires) in our 
Standards declared ea ITY by the Word of God.— The 
Reaſons of our Doubt are ; We cannot learn, ever ourMother- 


Church did cenſure any for this ; altho* it is plain, ſome Things 


of this Nature were in ſome of their Repreſentations : for other- 
wiſe they could never have rejected them. Nor can we ob- 


ſerve, our Saviour in Matth. 18. has laid down any Rule, whereby 


2 Brother may be cenſured upon Suppoſition ſome Part of his 
Again, 


We doubt, if the Sentence ſtands upon Grounds ſufficient to 


warrant ſuch a Procedure againſt him; and conſequently us, 


in for/aking his Miniſtry. Our Principles, if we miſtake not, 
require every Miniſter to ſubſcribe a Formula, containing in Sum 
their Ordination- Engagements; which, if but ſo much as tranſ- 
Ported from onePreſbytery to another, they are a- new to promiſe 
to perform. & Now, if the ſirſt conſtituent Members of the 
Precbytery did not, at or ſince their Conſtitution, do ſomething 
of this Nature, we are at a Loſs to know, how they can proceed 

E 2 againſt 
-þ True Stat, Proceſs, p. 54. Form Proceſs, Ch. i. Sect. 4. 
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againſt one another. Moreover, when we come narrowly to 
examine the Sentence againſt our Miniſter, altho' it ſpeaks of 
direct Aſertiont, Refledtions, and Inſinuations, yet we find, the 
Preſbytery found their Sentence intirely upon his in/inuating 
ſome Things againſt the Preſbytery (as they ſay) evidently falſe 
and groundleſs., — Now, where any Thing is ſaid to be only 
in/inuated, the Caſe is ſtill doubtful ; and the Laws of Charity 
oblige to take it in the be/? Senſe ; Yea, in a doubtful Caſe, our 
Principles order the << Perſon to be ab/o/ved. * — We have 
always thought, thoſe who ſat to judge, were to proceed ac- 
cording to what is a/ledged and proven ; not, what was in/inu- 
ated, — A Sentence founded upon 1n/innations, is what we are 
intire Strangers unto : and want to be ſatisfied, tis by ourPrin- 
ciples declared agreeable to the Word of .Gop.— Once more, 
We think the Sentence againſt him not ſufficient to give us 
that Light in the Matter, which we judge the Preſbytery were 
bound to give us, and which we by the Word of God and our 
own Principles have a Right to demand of them.— In all the 
Sentences which we have 1 een, of the ſupreme Judicature of our 
Mother-Church, The particular Crimes whereof the Perſon 
was accuſed, —The Rule declaring faid Crimes cenſurable by 
the Word of God, — That they were clearly proven before 
them, —the Cenſure to be inflicted, Cc. are particularly ex- 
preſſed .— Had the Presbytery been thus particular in their 
Sentence, then we could have ſcen with our own Eyes, and 
judged for ourſelves. — For, altho' we would not invade the 
Rights of the Preſbytery, yet we cannot give up into theirRands 
this valuable Part of the Liberty wherewith Chriſt has made 
his People free. Yea, whatever others may have done in this 
Matter, we think it neither for the Glory of God, the Honor of 
the Preſbytery, nor our own Safcty, for them to require and us 
to give an implicit Faith, and blind Obedience unto their Com- 
mands. In this Particular, we believe, tis unlawful to call an 
Man Maſter, but CuRis r.— We believe, that God alone is 
Lord of the Confei: 2nce, and has left it free from the Doct- 
rines 


e 


* Stuart's Coll. p. 297. + AR Af. 1638.— 
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Worſhip. 
Commands out of Conſcience, and the requiring of an implicit 
Faith and an abſolute and blind Obedience, is to ey Liberty 
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rines and Commandments of Men, which are in any Thing 


cantrary to his Word, or beſide it in Matters of Faith and 
So that to belicve ſuch Doctrines, and obey ſuch 


of Conſcience, and Reaſon alſo*x . We believe, it is Chriſt's 
Order, and the King of Saints Peace, that every Believer have 
the Judgment of Diſcretion, whether the Judicatories of the 
Kirk ſpeak according to the Scriptures, or whether they ought 
to obev, or ſubmit, or gainſay, or counteract. And what 


"CHRIST has given them, no Man can fake from them. | 


We hope, therefore, the Preſbytery will take theſe Things 
into their ſerious Conſideration ; and before they proceed fur- 
ther in this Affair, remove our Doubts, concerning the Canſſſtency 
of their Procedure with our profeſſed Principles, and the Ju- 
r:e/5 of their Sentence againſt our Miniſter ; and make it plain, 
they have reſerved to us our Liberty, as Men,asGhriſtians,as Pro- 
te/tants,to judge for ourſelves in theſe Matters: and finally, that 
they have embraced the Diſcipline of theChurch of Scotland, and 
bound thennſelvet to ſubmit unto and walk by the ſame, in the 


Metbod ſaid Diſcipline does require. The Anſwer of the Preſ- 


bytery in Writing, is what is deſired, and will oblige 
Your—” &c. 
Having waited until they perceiv'd, the Prerbytery were 
about to conclude their Meeting, ſome of them inquir'd, Whe- 


ther their {ddreſs had been taken under Conſideration, and 


whether they might expect any further Light? The Moderator 
anſwered, They had joined with a Man the Presbytery had laid 
under Suſpenſion ; and their firſt going to hear him, denied their 
Authority of being a Judicatory of Jeſus Chrift ; and conſe- 


quently they had no more to do with them. — Being aſked, if 


this was the Reſult of the Presbytery, in anſwer to their Addreſs; 


It was reply'd, They needed not expect any further Regard 


from the Presbytery, And finally, they were not allowed to 


enter a Prote/tation againſt the Procedure of the Presbytery, — 
| I 


* Confeſſion of Faith, I Proteſters, no Subverters. 
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I I ſhall only obſerve upon this Matter, their Addreſi is moſtly 


rapied from Repreſentations given in to ſome Synods and the 
general Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland: only, thePhraſes 
Which ſeemed har/h, are omitted. But it ſeems, they are till 
too rough for our polite Presbytery— I think, I may appeal to 
the World, whether their Regue/? was not reaſonable ; and 
whether they could have met with any Thing more arbitrary, 
had they refuſed implicitly to believe the pretended infallible 


Decrees of his Helineſs., And they may hank kind Heaven, 


that theſe Gentlemen have not the civi! Authority in their 
Hands !— For, ſo far as their Power reaches, it appears equally 
dangerous, to queſtion the Conduct of the One, and the infalli- 


ble Decrees of the Other, | 
At the Concluſion of this Meeting, they appointed one to 


 baptiſe the Children in Pelham.— All (ſo far as I can learn) 


who aſked the Favour at their Hand, were admitted ; even 


thoſe whoſtood excluded by the Elders of the Congregation, — 


Now likewiſe the utmoſt Endeavours were uſed by ſome of 


. themſelves, as was formerly by theirProbationers and Followers, 
to draw off thoſe who attended my Miniſtry, from doing fo. 
Awful Threatnings were denounced, and alluring Promiſes made 


by them, before they left the Place.— | | 
I did not attend upon their next Meeting of Preſbytery at 


. Boſton, the 14th of May laſt. However, I have received their 
| Concluſion concerning me: which I ſhall tranſcribe, and add a 


few Remarks upon it. 
« At the Preſbytrie met at Beſton, May the 14th 1755. 


Which among other Things reſpected, ſeveral Complaints laid 
before this Preſbytrie, againſt Mr. Robert Abercombie Miniſter 
at Pelham, in this Province; and reſpecting the Citation given 
in, to anſwer to the ſame ; and what might ariſe therefrome ; 
as he ſhould be found to deſerve according to the Judgement of 


this Preſbytrie ; or to offerr a reaſonable Cauſe againſt it The 


. Complainants preſent, and appearing the {aid Mr. Robert Aber- 


crombie the Defendent, being abſent— the Preſbyrric having 


conſidered what is above mentioned; and being well adviſed, 


they 


We! 


they found many Things in the Articles proved by ſufficient 


Witneſſes: and alſo, that his Uſefulneſs in that Place as 4 


Miniſter was at an End. therefore the Preſbytrie did by their 
Vote, diſſolve the Particular relation between the ſaid Mr. Ro- 


bert Abercrombie and the Church and congregation atPelham;— 


and they do hereby in the Name of the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt ths 
great Head of the Church, and by virtue of Authority comitted 
by him to them, actually diſolve the Relation of Paſtor and 
People; between the ſaid Mr. Robert Abercrombie, and the 
Church and Congregation at Pelham prohibite and, diſcharge 
him to exerciſe the Office of the holy Miniſtry or any Part theres 
of in ſaid Pelham, under the Pain of the higheſt Cenſure of the 
Church; and furder ; ſeing Mr. Robert Abercrombie, has re- 
jected all the Propoſals, made to him; by the Preſbytrie, for 
an Accomodation, and refuſes to retract from, or make Satis- 
faction for the falſe and injurious Things inſinuated; we do in 
the ſame Name, ſuſpend, the ſaid Mr. Robert 4bercrombie ; 
from the Excerciſe of theMiniſtry, and every Part of it; untill 
the next Seſſion of our Preſbytrie, or till ſuch Time as he ſhall 
be orderly reſtored therefrom; under Pain of Depoſition. 
Velen May J. MookH RA, Mod" - 
I4th 1755. . 
Signed per Order, Sam! MeClintoct Clerk.“ 


I have already informed you, the Presbytery (by a vote) 
forbid their Scribe to give me any Copies of their Records.; 
excepting their Sentence againſt me: I have likewiſe told you 


the Method taken to put the above Complaints into my Hand; 


or, perhaps more according to the Truth, to keep them from me. 
For, when they could not fail of knowing that theſe were zotin- 
my Hands, they took 0 Care to put them in, but called me 
forthwith to anſwer to know not what.— So. you will ob- 
ſerve, they conceal Matters in their Sentence. This being the 
Caſe, I can ſay little concerning theſe Things in my own Vin- 
dication : and. muſt therefore conclude with a few -Remarks-. 
upon their Sentence above recited : 
L. ; As 
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As for the Introduction, I mult leave you to make of it what 


you can, Only, in it I find, I am to be treated according as 1 
ſhall be found to —_— by the judgment of this Presbytery. 


Upon which I mult obſerve ; 'tis ſome Time ſince I found, 
their Regard to the Standards of the Church of Scotland, in 
her pureſt Times, was only fo far as different Circumſtances 
did render it FiT,— This dreofing and declining Regard at 
their former Meeting, ſeemed at this laſt to be intirely gone: 
and no, I perceive, even the Word of God is dropt likewiſe, 
and the ſuperiour Judgment of the Presbytery muſt take Place. 
II ſhall only ſay, If I am not to be judged by the Rules of 
the Church of Scotland in her pureſt Times, nor by the Hard 
of God, upon which they are founded, but according to the 
Judgment of the Presbytery ; may a gracious God ſhew Pity ! 
For, if I may form a Conjecture of what zr to come, from what 
bas paſſed already, I may expect Judgment without Mercy. 

Lou may obſerve, they ſay, They found many Things in 
in the Articles proved by ſufficient Witneſſes. By comparing 
their Citation with this Minute, I find, my fccuſers (it it be 
true, that I was accuſed) were the Mitneſſes: and tis not very 
probable, they would fail in the Prog,. But whether or no 
the Things ſaid to be proved, were Crimes, the Preſbytery don't 
fay : and in this they were wiſe, For, fo far as I can inform 
myſelf about thoſe Things, it will be hard for them, or any, 
to make many of them Criminal, unleſs I be obliged to anſwer 
for the Faults of others, in which I am not concerned. 

'Tis (you will obſerve) likewiſe aſſerted, They found that 
my Uſefulneſs in that Place as a Miniſter was at an End. But 
Where the Preſbytery found this, I know not.— This I know 
that altho' they would vainly claim them as their ſoiritual 
Children, theſe People would not acknowledge them as their 
Fathers, before I came among them, —Yea, if I might be al- 
lowed fooliſhly to boaſt a little, ſeeing they bave conſtrained 
me, after all the Pains they have taken to alienate their Affecti- 
ons from Me, yet I have the Vanity to think, I am able to make 
it appear before impartial Judges, there is more Probability of 


my 


4 1 

my future Lſefulneſ among them, than any one, yea, all the 
preſbytery can pretend unto. And, perhaps, after all, it might 
be found, that if I would give them Ordinances upon the '/axze 
Term, they would be more ready to join with ane againſti the 
Preſbytery, than with the Prertytery againſt me. 
Vo may likewiſe obſerre, I am threatned with the highe/F. 
Cenſure of the Church, if I exerciſe! any Part of the Miniſtry 
in Pelham. I ſhould be glad to know, whence it comes to be 


| thought: ſo highly Cenſurable and Criminal, for me to. exertiſe 


my Miniſtry in Pelham, more than in any other Place. But 


not having the Papers, upon which, it may be ſuppos'd, thig 


Sentence is founded, I cannot give you that Light concerning: 
it} which I would deſire.— I ſhall only fay, this Method, that 


the Preſbytery have. taken, to condemn à Man, without letting 
him or the World, know. for what, I look upon as mean, un- 


reaſonable, and injurious.— While a Man is thereby deprived 
of an Opportunity to clear up the Truth, and to vindicate 
himſelf, the World are left in the dark, yea, are neceſfarily 
led to think it muſt be ſome greſt Immorliaty, ſame, heinous 
Crime,, for which he is ſo ſeverely treated, and has ſuch awful 
Threatnings denounced againſt him. 


I ſhall further obſerve to you, when the Caſe was exa- 
mined in Pelham, none but Meſſieurs Moorhead, MeGregore, 
M*< Dawel, and Burns, with their E/ders were preſent. —It is 
_ cuſtomary to change the Eluers every Meeting: and at this, 


Mr. Me Dowel and Elder were abſent. —Meſheurs Parſons and 
Beyd, with their Elders, now preſent, had never heard the Caſe 
examined; nor thoſe Elders who were not at Pelham.— Mr. 
Meoorhead was continued Moderator. So that of fen Members 


ho were to judge, SEVEN had not heard the Caſe examined. 


An ſhort, if they gave any Judgment, it muſt not be thought 
to reſult from their -own Knowledge, upon having heard the 


Caſe and irquired into the Affair: But, grounded upon the 
Telſiimony of Meſſieurs Meoarheag,: M G a 5 


And if fo, I can't fee why theſe Three could not have done 
the Buſineſs alone; unleſs the others wanted to give their 


F Followers 


Gregore, and Burn. 
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Followers an Example of practiſing upon the Principles off im- 
Plicit Faith, and convince em that they requited of other Men 
no more than they: themſelves were willing to do. But f that 
Was not the Caſe, tis plain, there was not Aa Majority of the 
Preſbytery, to act upon this Affair: And ſo, according to 
Pretbyterian Principles, their Sentence. 1 is of 0 nn and claims 
no Regard. © © N 
Thus, Sir, 1 haye cadetrinred to ſatisfy your Defire; in 
giving you an Account of the Proceedings of the Pyeſbytery: 
againſt me, with ſome Remarks thereupon, You may com- 
municate the ſame, to whomſoever you eien particularly to 
thoſe Gentlemen of my Acquaintance in your Parts, whom vo 
ile to me W the ſame Dee. och 


— 4 x 
ee e #OOLL 1 5-2 aa Mie” 10 U 
* 711490 - 4 fo a of * 
gif ©3 wur bumble Servant, 70 
Perbum, May bie ech 1 
30. 1756 Auercron 1e. 
1 » * 
#3 Gi, 6 . 
{ 109 795 + 
* {YA 7 7% 1 ad. 1 
1 % 5 Y ; 7 
: | , I 89 =& k - 4 . 
1 J 97 N DN l iti 
* 5 | 
e e 5 
4+ 1 99 i : X 
© 17 — * ;& 1 6 2 
9 : BRIT 
4 1 342 21 
1 2 — c 


1 | 11 e 
Hi 0 7 4. K K 2 7 ein Ne 
"x 


n . 
. 9 {i — , } 


4 


Idde-Page, - read un54 0 An ee 
T "_ . Lin. 100 tele been | t pe 49 Hotnt . 


4. ' ö 
VI 21 3 £3 * 10 I 1 * * 


- 
* w 1 J d 4 . 
* . a, 7. a 1 R. 74 5: 
412112 — 4 p 4 3; ww +7. * Te | o 482 is : A 0 e EEE 7 . 4 
ww olls J 7 
4 5 : 
4 } 
# a 
; # 


